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March 2021 

President’s Message…. 

March is right around the corner and so is our next Virtual meeting/
presentation coming up on  Monday March1, 2021 at 12 noon.  Amber 
Bodnar and Devin O'Leary of Johnson Controls will be presenting on the 
new  product TYCO® LFP® Antifreeze.  They report that TYCO® LFP® 
Antifreeze is the first and only UL Listed antifreeze solution for fire 
sprinkler systems to meet NFPA Antifreeze Requirements. LFP® 
Antifreeze is formulated to help ensure fire sprinkler systems operate as 
intended by allowing flow in temperatures as low as -10°F (-23,3°C). The 
solution is compatible with most sprinkler system materials, including 
CPVC, and can be more cost-effective, as well as easier to install and 
maintain, than alternate freeze protection methods, such as heat tracing 
or dry systems.    Meeting log in details are outlined in this issue of the 
Fusible Link so don’t miss out on a great presentation. 

 

April, May and June meetings are in the final planning stages so we will 
update you by email as soon as things are finalized. 

 

In this issue of the Fusible Link we have a few new advertisers so check 
them out and if you need products and services please give them a call. 

 

Stay Safe, Stay Healthy and Stay Current !! 

  

Rich Reitberger, FSFPE 
Chapter President 
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March 1st  meeting on Non-freeze sprinkler system option 
will be virtual 

 

 

The March SFPE meeting will  be a virtual meeting.   Details and instructions for con-
nection are below: 

 

Time and Date:  Monday March 1, 2021 at 12 noon to 1:30 pm 
  
Topic: TYCO® LFP® Antifreeze 
  
TYCO® LFP® Antifreeze is the first and only UL Listed antifreeze solution for fire sprinkler systems. 
Meet NFPA Antifreeze Requirements LFP® Antifreeze is formulated to help ensure fire sprinkler 
systems operate as intended by allowing flow in temperatures as low as -10°F 
(-23,3°C). The solution is compatible with most sprinkler system materials, including CPVC, and can 
be more cost-effective, as well as easier to install and maintain, than alternate freeze protection 
methods, such as heat tracing or dry systems. 
  
Presented By: JCI/TYCO Technical Staff & Amber Bodnar, Territory Manager   
                        New York Metro- Water Segment, Johnson Controls  
                        Building Technologies & Solutions 
  
  
Microsoft Teams meeting  
Join on your computer or mobile app  
Click here to join the meeting  
  
  
Or call in (audio only)  
+1 929-352-1714,,619255528#   United States, New York City  

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZmZiNjM3ZjUtZDI0ZC00OTE5LWJhZGMtOGM1YmIzYWE0MzAz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2282d461af-d346-41c8-b750-4761e76e8f14%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%229712ef19-b10a-4d65-920d-02babb939986%22%7d
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Invitation to attend the SFPE European Fire Safety Conference  

(Virtual meeting)  

The Virtual Europe Conference on Fire Safety is taking place on 24-25 March and we are looking for your 

support in sharing this event to chapter members, colleagues, and those who may have interest in this pro-

gramming. Help promote the conference by forwarding the message below and sharing the attached graphic 

on your respective social media channels: 

 

SFPE invites you to the 2021 Virtual Europe Conference on Fire Safety taking place on 24-25 March. Our 

Conference Program Committee<https://www.sfpe.org/europe21/home>, co-chaired by Wojciech Wegrzynski 

and Karl Wallasch, has worked diligently over the last 12 months to design and deliver a comprehensive, edu-

cational program highlighting the topics and trends facing the European fire safety engineering community. 

The speakers selected by the committee<https://www.sfpe.org/europe21/schedule> represent the leading 

subject-matter experts in the fire safety engineering industry globally. 

 

All participants will have access to the content library and presentations following the conference. You do not 

need to be a SFPE member to attend, but we do encourage it as members receive discounts on registration 

and are able to take advantage of a wide offering of other benefits throughout the year! Once a member, you 

can login to the member-only section of the SFPE website to access all benefits<https://www.sfpe.org/

membership-communities/become-a-member> of membership. 

 

Register by February 19 to receive the early bird rate. Visit our conference website<https://www.sfpe.org/

europe21/home> for the full schedule. 

 

 

 

https://www.sfpe.org/europe21/home
https://www.sfpe.org/europe21/schedule
https://www.sfpe.org/membership-communities/become-a-member
https://www.sfpe.org/membership-communities/become-a-member
https://www.sfpe.org/europe21/home
https://www.sfpe.org/europe21/home
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Emerging issue requires input from everyone  

BY JIM PAULEY, PRESIDENT AND CEO, NFPA  

 
In May 2020, a major fire occurred at a cannabis business in Los Angeles that injured several fire-
fighters. According to news coverage, in the incident’s aftermath, the Los Angeles Fire Depart-
ment conducted a citywide audit of businesses that store and sell volatile materials, which revealed 
that approximately one-third of cannabis facilities had not previously been in the city's fire preven-
tion database. The department also issued 64 fire violation notices and ordered 12 businesses shut-
tered for various safety violations. 

These and related findings highlighted serious concerns about how effectively cannabis facilities 
are inspected and monitored for fire safety. It also underscored the challenges of accurately track-
ing where cannabis facilities exist within a jurisdiction, which further complicates the ability to 
ensure proper compliance. 

Five years ago, our efforts to address fire protection for cannabis facilities from a standards devel-
opment perspective were in their infancy, just as the industry was just starting to take hold. Today, 
with 34 states and the District of Columbia legalizing the medical and/or recreational use of can-
nabis, the growth of cannabis facilities has proliferated. This, in turn, has generated mounting con-
cerns among multiple stakeholder groups about how to minimize the fire risks associated with 
them. 

These developments reinforce that as the world continues to evolve and change, so too do the fire 
and life safety issues we collectively face. Effectively addressing them requires a fully function-
ing Fire and Life Safety Ecosystem. This framework identifies the components that must work to-
gether to minimize risk and help prevent loss, injuries, and death from fire, electrical, and other 
hazards. When they work together, the Ecosystem protects everyone. if any of the key elements of 
this safety system is lacking, the risk factors increase substantially. 

and the most appropriate ways to tackle the challenges. 

https://www.nfpa.org/About-NFPA/The-NFPA-Fire-and-Life-Safety-Ecosystem
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At NFPA, our role in addressing emerging issues like cannabis facilities is far from singular. We 
rely on input and feedback from our stakeholders to identify where our efforts should be focused 
and the most appropriate ways to tackle the challenges. 

To that point, NFPA was recently asked to explore the development of a standard that would pro-
vide fire protection requirements for cannabis facilities, expanding upon existing provisions in 
chapter 38 of NFPA 1, Fire Code. The direction we ultimately take is something we won’t decide 
in a vacuum. 

The NFPA codes and standards process is the longest running and most successful public private 
partnership. One of its keys strengths is our open-consensus process that leads to codes and stand-
ards that benefit citizens and governments at no cost to either. Everyone with an interest in a par-
ticular issue is actively encouraged to make their voices heard. It is that very breadth of perspec-
tive and input from all vested parties that directly contributes to the integrity of our codes and 
standards. 

That quest for broad input is essential at this very first step as well. In response to this most recent 
request, we have begun soliciting feedback from stakeholders. The input we’ve received thus far 
reflects a wide range of opinions and perspectives. Many have expressed support for the standard 
while others have animatedly voiced their objections. This spirited dialogue contributes to helping 
us making well-informed decisions that serve our stakeholders’ needs. 

At the core of addressing concerns around the safety of cannabis facilities, these are the questions 
we must answer: What is the best way to effectively address this issue and its challenges? Is it the 
development of a cannabis fire protection standard? Or are there other, more impactful means of 
tackling this emerging fire safety threat? 

While NFPA plays an important role in facilitating the process for addressing these concerns, we 
know the most robust solutions come collectively from our stakeholders. Make sure to share your 
thoughts and input on the expansion of NFPA’s existing cannabis safety requirements. The dead-
line for providing public input is March 31, and I strongly encourage as many people as possible to 
participate in this process. Each and every perspective plays a direct role in moving fire and life 
safety forward. 

http://www.nfpa.org/1
https://www.nfpa.org/cannabisfiresafety
https://www.nfpa.org/cannabisfiresafety
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A reminder 

SFPE NJ Chapter dues  are due  

 

Dues for the current Chapter term are due.  The links below for both ex-
isting member renewals as well as a link for a new member application 
are below:  

  
Dues Renewal:  

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?
llr=gyofsfkab&oeidk=a07ehi6pit81c1354e8 

  
New Member Application:  

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?
llr=gyofsfkab&oeidk=a07egup8059bcdd6d14 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=gyofsfkab&oeidk=a07ehi6pit81c1354e8
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=gyofsfkab&oeidk=a07ehi6pit81c1354e8
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=gyofsfkab&oeidk=a07egup8059bcdd6d14
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=gyofsfkab&oeidk=a07egup8059bcdd6d14
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Ernesto Vega-Janica, representing IEEE. has generously made their excess in-

ventory of NFPA Standards and IEEE Engineering Guides available to our mem-

bership. 

We are making them available on a first come first serve basis, they are availa-

ble to New Jersey municipal fire officials and fire sub code officials. 

To obtain a title, contact Paul McGrath at paul@cityfire.com or 973-560-1600 

ext. 204.  Items may be picked up at The Store at City Fire, 733 Ridgedale Ave-

nue, East Hanover, NJ 07936. 

Code Books 

Book Inventory  

As Of December 8, 2020 

mailto:paul@cityfire.com
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Three (3) Different Courses: 

• Preaction and Dry-Pipe Fire Sprinkler Internal Corrosion - Causes, Consequences, and Counter-
measures 

• Preaction Fire Sprinkler Systems - Important Guidelines 

• Advanced Technology Smoke Detection 

  

  

UNITED Fire Systems is pleased to offer FREE webinars to the engineering community to help you understand the most important 
topics in fire protection today. Learn about the latest information on sprinkler pipe corrosion, the newest advancements in smoke 

detection, and the most important things to know about preaction fire sprinkler systems. 

  

AIA CES Approved Provider of Continuing Education 

NICET Recognized Training Provider 

UNITED Fire Systems is an Approved Provider of continuing education credits by the American Institute of Architects (AIA). If you 
are an AIA member, you will earn one (1) Learning Unit for each webinar you attend. Not an AIA member? We will still send you a 
certificate for 0.1 CEUs for each course! We are also recognized by NICET as a training provider! Earn Continuing Professional 

Development (CPD) points to help you keep your NICET certification.  . 

  

Why UNITED Fire Systems? 

Of all the training providers out there, we represent the most advanced combination of expertise in fire sprinkler, fire detection, and 
corrosion prevention technology. No one else puts it all together as we do. 

  

  

Course: Preaction and Dry-Pipe Fire Sprinkler Internal Corrosion - 

Causes, Consequences, and Countermeasures 

An in-depth look into the reasons and results of corrosion in sprinkler piping. The course begins with learning about the different 
types of corrosion that can happen to sprinkler piping. From this, the course explores what happens to sprinkler piping due to corro-

sion. The course ends with presenting effective prevention strategies. Learning objectives: 

1. Comprehend the fundamentals of steel corrosion. 

2. Identify causes and types of corrosion within sprinkler piping. 

3. Understand consequences of corrosion within sprinkler piping. 

4. Offer countermeasures to prevent corrosion within sprinkler piping. 

  

Course: Advanced Technology Smoke Dectection 

An in-depth look into the advancement of smoke detection technology.  After reviewing the history of smoke detectors, the course 
describes various principles of advanced smoke detection, followed by examples. Learning objectives: 

1. Understand how far smoke detection has come. 

2. Know the difference between different smoke detection principles. 

3. Discern which smoke detection technology is the best solution. 

4. Understand other environmental hazards that can be detected in specific buildings. 

  

Course: Preaction Fire Sprinkler Systems - 

Important Guidelines 

An in-depth look into preaction sprinklers. This course covers regulation on preaction fire sprinkler systems. This includes guidelines 
for the control panel, detector regulations, and other rules to follow when using preaction sprinklers. Learning objectives: 

1. Understand rules for use of preaction sprinkler systems. 

2. Comprehend proper fire detector spacing for preaction sprinkler systems. 

3. Present various advanced fire detection options. 

4. Learn about sprinkler corrosion and countermeasures. 
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Contact UNITED Fire Systems today  

 

Email us for more details or to schedule your course session!  

Check out our full line of: 

 

• PREACTION-PAC™ preaction and dry-pipe assembled system cabinets  

• NITROGEN-PAC™ sprinkler corrosion inhibiting systems and accessories  

• STANDPIPE-PAC™ dry standpipe supervisory systems  

• SPRINKLER ACCESSORIES, including air vents for wet-pipe systems, nitrogen/air maintenance device, and riser-mount air com-
pressors  

 

Go to www.unitedfiresystems.com  

or call (908) 688-0300 ext. 291 for pricing.  

UNITED Fire Systems  

Division of United Fire Protection Corporation 

1 Mark Road 

Kenilworth, NJ 07033 USA 

908-688-0300 ext. 291 

mailto:jsingh@ufpco.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mX9XD1BNrsBZT44UPXKtEhpd6VqwBEVYksSQ1JJpBb14OYldcrXCPb46pcbfIA1x8InwSNO_fdPMyI5JSSToH0iHNa470U__R2QYPOL8rI3V29iNIGsPq31WJWKebhHBVfEHysNnGaPdBidGQeJrwEywYELKPUoV&c=eyoz5LUSYAOUs485fn6WjbCF8RAYm6DDR3osoGHEyfSfao0-2ClN3g==&ch=VeY9P
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2020-2021 SFPE Program 

Schedule 
Presenter Date 

Sprinkler Freeze Protection 

(see virtual meeting link noted in this issue ) 

Amber Bodner 

Johnson Controls 
March 1, 2021 

Seminar cancelled due to COVID  

(virtual meeting is being planned) 
 April 2021 

United Fire Protection Tour 

(tentative more details to follow) 
 May 3, 2021 

SFPE NJ NY Metro Chapters  

Foundation Golf Outing 

(tentative more details to follow) 

 June 7, 2021 

Annual Meeting/ 

Lithium Ion Batteries 

(tentative more details to follow) 

TBD June 14, 2021 

Meeting Dates/Programs 2020-2021 

Prior to the Covid19 pandemic, in person  meetings were held at the Hanover Manor, 16 

Eagle Rock Avenue, East Hanover, NJ with social hour starting at 5 pm and dinner at 6 pm. 

Until the pandemic is better controlled and it is safe to go back to our normal operating 

meetings, the Chapter will hold virtual video calls.  These calls will primarily focus on our 

technical presentations  
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Looking for HPR Experienced Engineers!   

 
 

Risk Logic Inc. is an unbundled Property Loss Prevention Engineering company that has been performing 
HPR (Highly Protected Risk) inspections for 23 years all over the world. We are actively looking to expand 

our network of engineers helping us to inspect large commercial property facilities.  
 
The good stuff: 

No corporate BS – Use your skills to conduct surveys, write reports, and get paid 
Work when you want, where you want 
Perfect for recent qualified Retirees 
Opportunities for domestic and international travel, including: 

Hawaii 
The Caribbean 
South Africa 
Europe 
Florida 
California  

The qualifications: 
Knowledge of FM Global and NFPA Standards 
PE license a plus 

The details: 
Paid on a per-job basis 
We pay you the day you submit your report.  Our competitors do not! 
Travel required  
Determine adequacy of A.S. systems and water supplies for manufacturing and storage occupancies 
Analysis of natural hazard exposures  
Develop recommendations for improvement  
Expertise in NLEs, PMLs, and MFLs 
Strong technical writing skills 
Self-motivated person who can work from home 

 
To apply, please email your Resume and experience in Specialty Occupancies to efitzgerald@risklogic.com  
 

 

Advertising in the Fusible Link 
It is a new advertising year and we invite you to participate with a spot in our Chapter news-
letter the Fusible Link.  We have a few options to get your name out to the full membership 

and also to be a part of our website,  Just click on the convenient link below to register 
now.  Thanks in advance for your consideration to advertise with us today.  We appreciate 

your support of the Chapter. 

 

NJ Chapter SFPE Fusible Link Advertisement 2021 (constantcontact.com) 

mailto:efitzgerald@risklogic.com
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehi6riezd61cec77&oseq=&c=&ch=
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HELPFUL LINKS 

ADAAG http://www.access-board.gov/adaag/about/index.htm 
AFAA National http://www.afaa.org/ 
AFSA http://www.firesprinkler.org/ 
ANSI http://web.ansi.org/ 
ASHRAE http://www.ashrae.org/ 
Campus-Firewatch http://www.campus-firewatch.com/ 
Coffee Break Training http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/nfa/coffee-break/ 
CPSC http://www.cpsc.gov/ 
CSAA http://www.csaaul.org/ 
Municipal Codes (E Codes) http://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html 
FDNY http://nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/home2.shtml 
FM Global http://www.fmglobal.com/ 
FSDANY http://www.fsdany.org/regs.htm 
FSI http://www.firesprinklerinitiative.org/ 
FSSA http://www.fssa.net/ 
Fire Tech Productions—Nicet Training (FTP) http://www.firetech.com/ 
Home Fire Spklr Coalition http://www.homefiresprinkler.org/ 
HVAC Bld. Control Fire Safety http://www.iklimnet.com/hotelfires/
hotelfiresmain.html 
AFAA-NJ http://www.afaanj.org/ 
International Code Council - http://www.iccsafe.org/ 
International Code Council Residential Sprinkler Exam - http://www.iccsafe.org/
news/ 
nr/2009/0709_ResidentialSprinklerExam.pdf 
The Joint Commission (JCAHO) - http://www.jointcommission.org/
www.JointCommission.org/ 
Material safety data Sheets (MSDS-OSHA Site) - http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/ 
hazardcommunications/index.html 
National of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) - http://www.nafed.org/
index.cfm 

2020-2021 Chapter 

Committees 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

Program / Arrangements – Vicki Serafin / Rich Reitberger 

Membership – Rich Reitberger 

Nominating –  Mike Newman / Dave Gluckman 

Auditing – Evan Fitzgerald / Vanessa Gallagher 

Archivist / Historian – Vicki Serafin / Marvin Maradiaga 

Communications: 

              Fusible Link – Brad Hart / Lindsey Taylor / Paul McGrath 

              Electronic Correspondence – Vicki Serafin 

              Website – Paul McGrath / Lindsey Taylor 

Bylaws – Joe Janiga / Rich Reitberger 

Career Recruitment – Donna Spano 

Legislative –  Jerry Naylis / Mike Wilson 

Chapter Seminar – Jim Loftus 

SFPE International Liaison – Glenn Buser 

Fire Prevention Week Grant Program – Paul McGrath / Dave Gluckman 

Chapter Excellence Awards & Chapter Awards –  Rich Reitberger / Vicki Serafin 

NJ / NY Chapters Education Foundation – Rich Reitberger / Mike Newman 

 


