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MARCH  2019 

President’s Message…. 

Russ Leavitt with Telgian Corporation gave a presentation at our Feb. 
chapter meeting on NFPA 13 Standard on Fire Sprinkler Installations 2019 
Edition.  This edition will include a substantial reorganization of the 
chapters with the intent to make it easier to use by both the engineer and the 
lay person.  Russ shared the changes in size and complexity that has 
occurred over the last 50 years as the standard has grown from a handy 
pocket book to a voluminous one. 

Jim Loftus and the Technical Symposium Committee is working hard to 
make a successful educational event for all interested in furthering their 
education at our April 5th   Symposium.  Registration is open!  So get the 
word out.  Note the registration forms in this Fusible link  with on-line links. 

Also, if you know any vendors that would like to exhibit there are booths 
still available for this unique industry event, direct them to Jim Loftus 
(james.loftus@siemens.com) for registration or our website (NJSFPE.org) 
or the enclosed registration form in this Fusible link. 

For those interested in the developments about residential light weight 
wood construction; On March 6th Loretta Weinberg is hosting ‘Fire Safety in 
Large Scale Wood Housing: What Can Be done?’ a panel Discussion/ Town 
Hall at Richard Rotta Community Center 250 Colonial Court, Teaneck, NJ. 

On March 4th at our chapter meeting Tim Costello, WJE, will present the 
second in a series on ‘The Fundamentals of Fire Resistance’.  Register today 
on our website (NJSFPE.org).  

Paul 
Chapter President 
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President Paul McGrath 
convened the meeting 
at 6:09 PM with a salute 
to the flag and 
customary introductions.  

A motion was made and 
carried to accept the 
minutes of the last 
meeting.

Rich Reitberger reported 
that we have collected 
dues from about 1/3 of 
the membership and he 
will follow up for 
additional advertisers 
for the Fusible Link as 
we currently have only 
four.

Paul McGrath mentioned 
that the annual fire 
prevention week grant 
program has been rolled 
out and applications are 
due by the end of June.  
He also announced that 
we are still waiting for 
the IRS to respond to us 
regarding the changes 
to the by-laws that were 
submitted.

One- and two-family 
home sprinkler 
legislation is out of 
committee in the 

Assembly.  Hopefully 
additional progress will 
take place as there is a 
great deal of support in 
the State for this to be 
approved.

The annual golf outing 
will be on June 3rd at 
the New York Country 
Club and flyers will be 
distributed in the next 
few weeks.

Next month’s 
presentation will be by 
Tim Costello who will 
present part two of 
“Fundamentals of Fire 
Resistance.”  

Russ Leavitt from 
Telgian Corporation 
gave us a presentation 
titled, “NFPA 13 2019 
ed. – Reorganizing the 
Standard.”

• In 2014, a task group 
was requested to create 
a proposed reformatting 
of the standard.

• The task group was 
directed to come up 
with a proposal and 
report back to the 
correlating committee.

In November of 2014, a 

re-write task group was 
formed and on June 26, 
2015, a special meeting 
of the correlating 
committee was held for 
approval to proceed.

The new edition of 
NFPA 13 has the 
following key changes:

• Sequential layout

• Chapter 8 split into 
multiple chapters

• Storage chapter 
organized by type of 
sprinkler

• In-rack sprinkler 
requirements located 
to a single chapter

Added “existing system 
modification” chapter

The standard now has a 
total of 31 chapters with 
the goal to simplify it as 
much as possible.

A raffle for a fire 
extinguisher was held.

The meeting was 
adjourned at 7:48 PM.

Minutes of February 4 Meeting
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https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eg3k0bgha2dcb138&oseq=&c=&ch=
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CSB Releases Final Report into 2016 
Pascagoula Gas Plant Explosion

Washington, D.C., February 13, 2019: Today the 
U.S. Chemical Safety Board released its final report 
of the June 27, 2016, investigation of an explosion 
and fire at the Enterprise Products Pascagoula Gas 
Plant in Pascagoula, MS. The CSB determined that 
the probable cause was a phenomenon known as 
thermal fatigue.  The CSB also issued 
recommendations to two trade associations and 
local emergency responders.

The incident occurred late in the evening on June 
27, 2016, when a major loss of containment in a heat 
exchanger resulted in the release of methane, 
ethane, propane, and several other hydrocarbons. 
The hydrocarbons ignited, initiating a series of fires 
and explosions, which ultimately shut down the site 
for almost six months.

CSB Interim Executive Kristen Kulinowski said, “More than 500 gas processing facilities 
operate across the country and the use of similar heat exchangers is common. Extending the 
life cycle of equipment at these facilities requires more robust inspection 
protocols.  Operators shouldn’t take the risk of waiting to find a leak because, as this case 
demonstrates, that leak could result in a catastrophic failure.”

The Enterprise Plant receives raw natural gas via a pipeline from the Gulf of Mexico and 
separates the material into two products: natural gas liquids, which serve as a feedstock to 
the chemical industry, and a natural gas fuel stream, primarily composed of methane. A key 
piece of equipment used in the process is a brazed aluminum heat exchanger (BAHX), 
which allows for the transfer of heat between two different process streams while keeping 
the streams separate.

The CSB investigation determined that the probable cause of the incident was a failure of the 
BAHX due to thermal fatigue. The report details how thermal fatigue occurs between 
aluminum parts of a BAHX.  As the exchanger is heated or cooled, the tightly connected 
parts expand or contract. If the parts change temperatures at sufficiently different rates, the 
expansion and contraction can be disproportionate. Over time, this process weakens the 
metal, and ultimately causes cracks, which can lead to the escape of 
hydrocarbons.  Typically, when a leak is found, it can be repaired with minimal expense or 
consequence before a major loss of containment occurs.  Assuming that leaks will be 
discovered and can be repaired prior to a catastrophic failure is referred to as a “leak-before 
failure” assumption. Thermal fatigue is a known factor to BAHXs and there is industry 
guidance on recommended limits for maximum cyclic temperature fluctuations during 
operation and rates of cooling or heating during startup and shutdown. However, the CSB 
found this guidance was not robust for the diverse operations and environments where 
BAHXs operate.
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At the Enterprise Gas Plant, process data for the exchangers show that the BAHXs were 
repeatedly subjected to temperature changes that exceeded industry-recommended 
practices. This increases stresses on the connections within the heat exchangers as the 
aluminum parts push against and pull apart from each other. At Enterprise, over a 17-year 
period, four different BAHX heat exchangers were repaired nine times.

The 2016 incident, as well as four other BAHX failure events at other facilities, illustrate that 
relying on a leak-before-failure assumption is not adequate.  Operators of midstream gas 
plants need a more robust assessment and risk management plan that considers thermal 
fatigue to prevent the risk of sudden and catastrophic rupture of BAHX.

Investigator William Hougland said, “A number of midstream gas plant operators have 
reported that the limits and rates in existing industry guidance may not be realistic. Our 
report encourages a meaningful dialogue among BAHX manufacturers, gas processors, and 
repair technicians. The CSB concluded that more realistic and updated guidance is needed 
to improve the safe use of BAHX.”

The CSB is issuing recommendations to two trade associations, the American Petroleum 
Institute (API) and GPA Midstream Association, to share information related to failure 
hazards of BAHXs from thermal fatigue.

The CSB’s report further discusses issues related to emergency response following the 
incident. Although no off-site property damage was reported, many nearby residents chose 
to evacuate. After the incident, members of a local community organization expressed 
concern to the CSB that some residents did not know how to respond. As a result, the CSB 
recommends a more robust and engaged community alert network—one that includes social 
media and the ability to expand opportunities to interact with the community throughout an 
incident.

Today the CSB is also releasing an interactive 3D model of the heat exchanger used at the 
Enterprise Plant to enhance understanding of how this type of heat exchanger operates and 
its vulnerability to thermal fatigue.

LINK TO FULL REPORT

LINK TO 3D MODEL

The CSB is an independent, non-regulatory federal agency whose mission is to drive 
chemical safety change through independent investigations to protect people and the 
environment. The agency’s board members are appointed by the President and confirmed 
by the Senate. CSB investigations look into all aspects of chemical incidents, including 
physical causes such as equipment failure as well as inadequacies in regulations, industry 
standards, and safety management systems. For more information, contact public@csb.gov.

https://www.csb.gov/heat-exchange-functions/
https://www.csb.gov/assets/1/6/final_case_study_-_enterprise.pdf
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Property Loss Control Engineer 

Sompo International Holdings Ltd. (Sompo International) is a specialty provider of property and casualty insurance and 

reinsurance, established in March 2017 as the result of the acquisition of Endurance Specialty Holdings Ltd. by Sompo 

Holdings Ltd. (Sompo).  

Sompo's core business encompasses one of the largest property and casualty insurance groups in the Japanese domestic 

market. In addition, Sompo is engaged in the provision of insurance services as well as other related services through its global 

network of businesses operating in 32 countries around the world.  

Sompo International is the international operation and a wholly owned subsidiary of Sompo, which trades on the Tokyo Stock 

Exchange. Through our operating subsidiaries, Sompo International underwrites agriculture, professional lines, property, marine 

and energy, and casualty and other specialty lines of insurance and catastrophe, property, casualty, professional lines, weather 

risk and specialty lines of reinsurance.  

As a leading global provider of insurance and reinsurance, we recognize that our success is derived directly from those who 

matter most: our people. Sompo International's headquarters is in Bermuda and we currently have offices in the United States, 

the United Kingdom, Continental Europe, and Asia. At Sompo International, a shared commitment to integrity, teamwork, agility, 

execution, and excellence define our culture, and we strive to create exceptional value for our clients and shareholders and 

maintain Sompo International as a desirable place to work.  

We are seeking a HPR Property Loss Control Consultant for our Global Risk Solutions team. Global Risk Solutions offers 

comprehensive loss control services targeted at select industry verticals. Servicing middle market and large accounts domiciled 

in the U.S., we work through a network of retail brokers who share our commitment to long-term partnerships built on white 

glove service. This position will have the opportunity to work remotely.  

The Loss Control Consultant will provide risk improvement consultation services for highly valued large and middle market 

commercial customers; providing added value for our clients. The focus of this position is to evaluate property risks, conduct on-

site visits of existing and prospective clients and aid the underwriters in the selection and pricing of an account. The Loss 

Control Consultant will also be responsible to track trends at an account and book level and communicate effectively with our 

clients and brokers. Candidate must have proficiency in property, specifically HPR property loss control skills.  

Duties and Responsibilities:

Prioritization and evaluation of new and renewal work volumes to meet the goals of the department; . Possess a comprehensive 

understanding of the following areas: property and HPR (Highly Protected Risk) loss control exposures and risk control 

techniques.; .  

• Ability to create client facing reports and/or loss control surveys; .  

• Conduct loss control surveys at client locations to determine potential hazards and risk factors to be considered in 
underwriting/risk selection;  

• Analyze loss or exposure trends, recognize opportunities to provide risk control products and/or services which can help 
reduce losses.  

• Attend client/broker meetings, lunches, dinners and other social outings as applicable; .  

• Expand existing relationships and new prospective clients; .  

• Ensures compliance with all regulations and keeps abreast of any changes to laws and regulations which pertain to loss 
control;  

• Explore and develop new technologies for delivering loss control services;  

• Designs, develops, organizes and conducts training and staff development programs for internal and external customers; 
and .  

• Responsibilities also include the production of thought leadership articles or creation of LC library resources; and 
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Fire Protection Engineer position opening at 
Brookhaven National Laboratory
A new Fire Protection Engineer position (Job ID 1523) has opened at Brookhaven National 
Laboratory.  Brookhaven National Laboratory is a multipurpose research institution funded 
primarily by the U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of Science. Located on the center of 
Long Island, New York, Brookhaven Lab brings world-class facilities and expertise to the 
most exciting and important questions in basic and applied science—from the birth of our 
universe to the sustainable energy technology of tomorrow. We operate cutting-edge large-
scale facilities for studies in physics, chemistry, biology, medicine, applied science, and a 
wide range of advanced technologies. The Laboratory's almost 3,000 scientists, engineers, 
and support staff are joined each year by more than 4,000 visiting researchers from around 
the world.

The following link details a much more comprehensive description of the job position  and 
the ability to apply for it on-line:

https://jobs.bnl.gov/job/upton/fire-protection-engineer/3437/9960701

If you should have  further questions  please contact:

Michael Kretschmann PE NYSCEO
Brookhaven National Laboratory
Fire Protection Engineering Manager
Lead Fire Protection Engineer
Building 902, Rm U29
P.O. Box 5000, Upton, NY 11973
(631) 344-5274
kretschmann@bnl.gov]

Qualifications:  

• A minimum of ten (10) years of experience in Property & HPR Loss Control within P&C insurance and/or private in-
dustry/government with at least (5) years in a Global Risk Management/technically complex environment.  

• Established relationships with retail producers.  

• Ability to plan strategically and prioritize workload to meet production and management objectives.  

• Ability to be a team player.  

• Ability to travel up to 35% of time. Travel will include driving, air travel, and overnight trips.  

Sompo International offers a competitive compensation and benefits package commensurate with experience.  

Send your resume to vsordillo@sompo-intl.com Victor Sordillo, SVP Global Risk Services Victor J Sordillo PE, CSP, MBA 

Senior Vice President Global Director of Risk Control Services 600 Campus Drive Florham Park, New Jersey 07932 Tel. # 

1-908-376-2499 Mobile 1-908-251-0761 Email: vsordillo@sompo-intl.com 
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Employment Position Available

Property Loss Prevention Engineer

Risk Logic Inc., an unbundled Property Loss Prevention Engineering company, is looking 
for a Property Loss Prevention Engineer. This is a contract position.

Required education, work experience, and skills:
Bachelor of Science Degree in Engineering from an accredited college / university.
P.E. license a plus.
At least 5 years’ experience in Highly Protected Risk (HPR) type property loss 

prevention.

Responsibilities of this job:
Determine adequacy of automatic fire protection systems and water supplies for wide 

range of manufacturing and storage occupancies.
Analysis of natural hazard exposures and existing protection against.
Develop recommendations for improvement as needed using applicable standards.
Expertise in calculating NLEs, PMLs, and MFLs.
Excellent understanding of nationally recognized standards.
Strong technical writing skills.
Self-motivated person who can work efficiently from a home office.
Understanding of Microsoft Windows, Word, and Excel.
Communicate daily via email and telephone.
Adequate interpersonal skills to communicate effectively with various clients.
Travel required for on-site surveys.

Salary & Benefits:
This is a work-from-home contract position paid on a per-job basis.

If interested, please submit resume to jdurante@risklogic.com. Only qualified applicants 
meeting the above requirements should apply.

About Risk Logic Incorporated
RLI is a property loss prevention engineering company that provides comprehensive 
unbundled engineering services for insurance brokers, insurance carriers and directly with 
clients. Our services are performed globally. RLI has been in business for over 20 years. 
Visit www.risklogic.com for more information.
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Meeting Dates/Programs 2018-2019

Date Program Presenter

March 4
Part two of Fundamentals of Fire 

Resistance 
Tim Costello, WJE

April 4
Joint SFPE NJ Chapter and AFAA Technical 

Seminar

May 6 UL 268 Smoke Detector Standard Dave Newhouse, Gentex

June 3
NJ-NY Metro Educa�on Founda�on’s 

Scholarship golf ou�ng

June 10 Fire Pump Alignment Inspec�ons TBD



HELPFUL LINKS

ADAAG h�p://www.access-board.gov/adaag/about/index.htm
AFAA Na�onal h�p://www.afaa.org/
AFSA h�p://www.firesprinkler.org/
ANSI h�p://web.ansi.org/
ASHRAE h�p://www.ashrae.org/
Campus-Firewatch h�p://www.campus-firewatch.com/
Coffee Break Training h�p://www.usfa.dhs.gov/nfa/coffee-break/
CPSC h�p://www.cpsc.gov/
CSAA h�p://www.csaaul.org/
Municipal Codes (E Codes) h�p://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html
FDNY h�p://nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/home2.shtml
FM Global h�p://www.fmglobal.com/
FSDANY h�p://www.fsdany.org/regs.htm
FSI h�p://www.firesprinklerini�a�ve.org/
FSSA h�p://www.fssa.net/
Fire Tech Produc�ons—Nicet Training (FTP) h�p://www.firetech.com/
Home Fire Spklr Coali�on h�p://www.homefiresprinkler.org/
HVAC Bld. Control Fire Safety h�p://www.iklimnet.com/hotelfires/hotelfiresmain.html
AFAA-NJ h�p://www.afaanj.org/
Interna�onal Code Council - h�p://www.iccsafe.org/
Interna�onal Code Council Residen�al Sprinkler Exam - h�p://www.iccsafe.org/news/
nr/2009/0709_Residen�alSprinklerExam.pdf
The Joint Commission (JCAHO) - h�p://www.jointcommission.org/www.JointCommission.org/
Material safety data Sheets (MSDS-OSHA Site) - h�p://www.osha.gov/SLTC/
hazardcommunica�ons/index.html
Na�onal of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) - h�p://www.nafed.org/index.cfm

2018- 2019 Chapter 

Committees 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
Program
Mike Newman

Arrangements
Vicki Serafin, Chairperson

Membership
Paul McGrath, Chairman

Nomina�ng
Marvin Maradiaga
Jim Burge

Audi�ng
Vanessa Gallagher, Chairman
Rich Reitberger

Archivist/Historian
Jim Tolos, Vicki & Nicole

Speakers Gi�s
Rich Reitberger

Communica�ons
Fusible Link—Brad Hart
bradhart07438@yahoo.com
Ana Crisostomo—Coordinator

Communica�ons-Other
Paul McGrath
Mike Newman

Mailing/Automa�on/e-mail—Vicki Serafin, Chairperson
Webmaster—Mike Newman & Paul McGrath

SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Spring Seminar
Ed Armm—Chairman
Dave Kurasz—Sprinkler Speakers Coordinator
Jim Lo�us—Alarm Speakers Coordinator
Paul McGrath—Vendor Coordinator

Bylaws
Jim Tolos, Chairman
Joe Janiga
John Antola

Career Recruitment
Tim Costello, Chairman
Donna Spano
Marios Michaelides

Chapter Excellence Awards
Ernesto Vega-Janica

PE Examina�on
Donna Spano

Chapter Seminar/Field Trip
Richard Reitberger, Chairman
Ed Armm , CoChairman
Dave Gluckman
Nathan Gorey

Legisla�ve
Rich Reitberger, Chairman
Jerry Naylis
Dave Kurasz

Finance
Rich Reitberger - Chairman
Vanessa Gallagher
C. Patel


